EL ALFABETO

A: a  (ah)
B: be  (bay)
C: ce  (say)
CH: che  (chay)
D: de (day)
E: e   (ay)
F: efe  (eff-ay)
G: ge  (hay)
H: hache   (ah-chay)
I: i   (ee)
J: jota (hota)
K: ka  (kah)
L: ele  (el-lay)
LL: elle  (ay-yay)
M: eme  (em-ay)
N: ene  (en-ay)
Ñ: eñe  (en-yay)
O: o  (oh)
P: pe  (pay)
Q: cu  (koo)

R: ere (air-ay)
RR: erre   (airrr-ay)

S: ese (ess-ay)
T: te (tay)
U: u  (oo)
V: ve (beh) or (veh)
    W: doble ve (doh-blay beh or veh) 
X: equis (ay-geese)
Y: i griega (ee-gray-ga)
Z: zeta  (zay-ta)

PRONUNCIATION TIPS

A in Spanish is always pronounced AH as in the word fAther.

E in Spanish is always pronounced A as in the word mAy.

I in Spanish is always pronounced E as in the word hE.

0 in Spanish is always pronounced 0 as in the word jOe.

U in Spanish is always pronounced 00 as in the word bOO.

· C- there is a soft and a strong sound. It sounds like an s (soft) when next to the letter e and i. Sounds like the letter c next to the vowels -a, -o, -u. Similar to the word “circus.”

· The Spanish alphabet has a –ch, which is pronounced just like the –ch in children. 

· An –e at the end of a word is pronounced as the –e in elegant. It is not silent like the –e’s at the end of a word in English.

· G’s are pronounced like the –g in great when they precede an -a, -o, -u or a consonant. However when a  -g precedes an –e or an –i, the –g is pronounced like an –h as in house. 

· H’s are always silent. 

· J’s are pronounced like an –h as in house.

· The double l (-ll) is pronounced like –ye like in the word yesterday or sometimes like the j in jello.

· The ñ is pronounced like the –ni as in onion.

· Q sounds like a -k.

· R’s are pronounced as they are in English, but with a slight trill. 

· The double –r (-rr) is trilled longer than the single –r. To accomplish a trill, place the end of your tongue on the top of your mouth and blow a stream of air past it. It almost sounds like a motorcycle! This skill takes some practice and comes easily for others; so, don’t be discouraged     if you don’t get it on the first try.

· Most often, the Spanish V is pronounced similar to –b (beh).
